DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

to Osborne for a spell of quiet domestic life. Most
mothers, perhaps, would have kept the hot-tempered
brother and the argumentative sister apart till they
had cooled down a little, but that was not her way :
they had got to be friends at once, and she meant
to see that they were. Her will triumphed, and
what aided much in producing fraternal amity, as
once before, was that they all detested Bismarck, and
starting from that common ground they got on
famously. And Bismarck, they agreed, was " not
eternal " nor was his rule of blood and iron. When
Fritz became Emperor peace and progress and
Liberal policies would dawn again : the sky in the
East seemed faintly lit already, for no one supposed
that his father would live much longer. Bismarck's
rapacities might even be restored to the despoiled
nations, and before the family party broke up the
Prince of Wales formed the firm impression that Fritz
intended to give back part, at any rate, of Alsace and
Lorraine to France, and of Hanover to the deposed
King.

The Queen did not wait for Parliament to be
prorogued, but with the Crown Princess and her
children went up to Balmoral. She became really
unwell, with an abscess in her arm and most painful
rheumatic gout; and these attacks in the Press
alarmed and enraged her. The Prince of Wales who
had also been a victim, wrote most tactfully to assure
her that her people were really loyal, and that the
violence of the papers was only an indication, crudely
expressed, of their desire to see more of her. But he
certainly shared Mr. Gladstone's apprehensions, for
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